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DISTRICT #11 talking points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pope John Paul II Prayer for Vocations 

Lord Jesus, once you called the first disciples in order to make them fishers of men. 

Continue to let resound today Your sweet invitation: "Come and follow me." Grant to 

young men and young women the grace of responding promptly to Your voice. Sustain 

our bishops, priests and consecrated souls in their apostolic work. Give perseverance to 

our seminarians and to all those who are fulfilling an ideal of a life of total consecration 

to Your service. Enkindle in our communities a missionary zeal. Send Lord, workers 

into Your fields and do not let mankind be lost because of a lack of pastors, missionaries 

and people dedicated to the cause of the Gospel. 

Fredericksburg Council 4034  Holy Trinity Council 7812        Fr. Widmer Council 7877 

Battlefield Council 10246   Bishop Keating Council 12434       St. Jude Council 13599 

Opening Comments 

 

 As you review the activities calendar for the next two months, you’ll note that many 

activities and reporting deadlines await us at every turn.  Take time to review the calendar and this 

newsletter closely and pay attention to the various e-mail announcements to ensure that you do not 

miss anything.  Yes, it will take some valuable time as you do so; however, in the long-run it will 

save you a lot of frustration in not having to play catch-up and pesky reminders from me.  

 Always remember to give your lovely spouse/significant other a big hug and thank her for 

standing by you as you pursue the work our founder chartered for us. 

  

       

Worthy Brothers, All:   

The second half of the fraternal year is upon us. It’s time to 

roll up our sleeves and set our eyes on the work that lingers in the 

shadows vital toward achieving our set goals. If you paid attention at 

the State Meeting, you know what is expected of us and what tools 

and help is available at all levels.  As long as you continue to 

discharge your responsibilities with the same dedication and 

commitment displayed during the first half of the fraternal year, you 

will culminate your term with shining colors..   
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Mary, Mother of the Church, Model of Vocations, help us say "Yes to the Lord Who calls us to 

collaborate in the Divine Design of Salvation." 

Amen 

Free Throw Competition Dates  

 

The District #11 Competition will be on 19 February 2012 at Sealston Elementary School starting at 2:00 

PM. 

The State Free Throw Competition is scheduled for 25 February 2012 at St. Gertrude High School, 

Richmond, VA with registration for participants starting at 8:30 AM, and ending at 9:15 AM.   Tell 

participants that if they are late, they will NOT be able to participate.  Make sure that the Council Number 

is on the score sheets for all participants.  Participants must be accompanied by a guardian and be in 

possession of an ID card.   Please contact our District Coordinator Brother John W. Curtis at 540-809-

1486; john.curtis1232@verizon.net if you have any questions. 

 

Supreme “Be Not Afraid” Membership Campaign 

 

Dear Brother Knight, 

The Knights of Columbus - Supreme Council is conducting the "Be 

Not Afraid!" Membership Campaign in honor of the beatification of 

Blessed John Paul II.  

See how you can earn a Blessed John Paul II Medallion by recruiting 

a new member; simply click on the following link: 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/membership/campaign/index.html 

 

Vivat Jesus!  

 

Gary Nolan 

Vice President 
Membership Growth and Ceremonials 

 

Important District #11 Meeting 

As previously announced by separate e-mail, we will conduct a District #11 Meeting following the 

working of the Second Degree at Council #4034 on Saturday, February 11, 2012.  It is imperative that 

Grand Knights and District Nominators (Primary and Alternate) attend to review potential candidates and 

vote on whom District #11 wants to nominate, be it from our or another district.  This will be the primary 

focus of the meeting.  We should have all resumes from State council of members seeking State Office or 

Supreme Convention Delegate positions in good time. 

 

mailto:john.curtis1232@verizon.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=xqrmq6aab&et=1109101099948&s=414&e=001_x7_hJr09hvKTwCuE1ZzvYtc8iU7-k4Q4qx2mFE4IWvmagFxGwh6MkhaFiQ_nt5M1QZOG6YXMr76eMB-YbYO7H651q2M_b7sH2DHIrg55Jb6h8bP-5gTyy-pAW_0rpI4Wbtbz31AV-nKnxFRyl0NVkz0swQ70ELuXX2h7yJtgi4=
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History of our Order – A Short Review 

 

 

                     The Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus was founded by an Irish-American Catholic priest, The Venerable 

Father Michael J. McGivney in New Haven, Connecticut. He gathered a group of men from St. 

Mary's parish for an organizational meeting on October 2, 1881 and the Order was incorporated 

under the laws of the U.S. state of Connecticut on March 29, 1882.  Though the first councils 

were all in that state, the Order spread throughout New England and the United States in 

subsequent years. 

The primary motivation for the Order was to be a mutual benefit society. As a parish priest in an 

immigrant community, McGivney saw what could happen to a family when the breadwinner 

died, and wanted to provide insurance to care for the widows and orphans left behind. He had to 

temporarily leave his seminary studies to care for his family when his father died.  In the late 

19th century, Catholics were regularly excluded from labor unions and other organizations that 

provided social services.  In addition, Catholics were either barred from many of the popular 

fraternal organizations, or, as in the case of Freemasonry, forbidden from joining by the Catholic 

Church itself. McGivney wished to provide them an alternative. He also believed that 

Catholicism and fraternalism were not incompatible and wished to found a society that would 

encourage men to be proud of their American-Catholic heritage.
 
 

McGivney traveled to Boston to examine the Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters and to 

Brooklyn to learn about the recently established Catholic Benevolent League, both of which 

offered insurance benefits. He found the latter to be lacking the excitement he thought was 

needed if his organization were to compete with the secret societies of the day. He expressed an 

interest in establishing a New Haven Court of the Foresters, but the charter of Massachusetts 

Foresters prevented them from operating outside their Commonwealth. The committee of St. 

Mary's parishioners which McGivney had assembled then decided to form a club that was 

entirely original.  

McGivney had originally conceived of the name "Sons of Columbus", but James T. Mullen, who 

would become the first Supreme Knight, successfully suggested that "Knights of Columbus" 

would better capture the ritualistic nature of the new organization. The Order was founded 10 

years before the 400th anniversary of Columbus' arrival in the New World, and in a time of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_J._McGivney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish-American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_priesthood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venerable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_J._McGivney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Haven,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendly_society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Columbus#Insurance_program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Widow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_ban_of_Freemasonry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_T._Mullen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Father_McGivney_300.jpg
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renewed interest in him. Columbus was a hero to many American Catholics, and the naming him 

as patron was partly an attempt to bridge the division between the Irish-Catholic founders of the 

Order and Catholic immigrants of other nationalities living in Connecticut. 

Christopher Columbus is the patron and namesake of the Knights. 

The Connecticut Catholic ran an editorial in 1878 that 

illustrated the esteem in which American Catholics held 

Columbus. "As American Catholics we do not know of 

anyone who more deserves our grateful remembrance than 

the great and noble man – the pious, zealous, faithful 

Catholic, the enterprising navigator, and the large-hearted 

and generous sailor: Christopher Columbus."  The name of 

Columbus was also partially intended as a mild rebuke to 

Anglo-Saxon Protestant leaders, who upheld the explorer (a 

Catholic Genovese Italian working for Catholic Spain) as an 

American hero, yet simultaneously sought to marginalize recent Catholic immigrants. In taking 

Columbus as their patron, they were sending the message that not only could Catholics be full 

members of American society, but were, in fact, instrumental in its foundation.
 
 

By the time of the first annual convention in 1884, the Order was prospering. In the five councils 

throughout Connecticut there were 459 members. Groups from other states were requesting 

information.  The Charter of 1899 included four statements of purpose, including "to promote 

such social and intellectual intercourse among its members as shall be desirable and proper, and 

by such lawful means as to them shall seem best."  The new charter showed members' desire to 

grow the organization beyond a simple mutual benefit insurance society. 

The original insurance system devised by McGivney gave a deceased Knight's widow a $1,000 

death benefit. Each member was assessed $1 upon a death, and when the number of Knights 

grew beyond 1,000 the assessment decreased according to the rate of increase.  Each member, 

regardless of age, was assessed equally. As a result, younger, healthier members could expect to 

pay more over the course of their lifetimes than those men who joined when they were older. 

There was also a Sick Benefit Deposit for members who fell ill and could not work. Each sick 

Knight was entitled to draw up to $5 a week for 13 weeks (roughly equivalent to $125.75 in 

2009 dollars). If he remained sick after that, the council to which he belonged regulated the sum 

of money given to him.   

 Around 1912 it was claimed that fourth degree Knights had to swear an oath to exterminate 

Freemasons and Protestants. Despite the fact that it was denied, and the real oath published, this 

was read into the congressional record by Thomas S. Butler. In the 1928 Presidential election a 

million copies were printed to hurt the campaign of the Catholic Democratic candidate Al Smith.  

Today there are more than 15,000 councils around the world, and the Knights of Columbus is a 

multi-billion dollar non-profit charitable organization. Knights distribute Tootsie Rolls to raise 

funds to fight developmental disabilities, volunteer for the Special Olympics and other charitable 

organizations, erect pro-life billboards and "Keep Christ in Christmas" signs, conduct blood 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Archdiocese_of_Hartford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Anglo-Saxon_Protestant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_S._Butler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1928_Presidential_election
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tootsie_Roll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro-life
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secularization_of_Christmas
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drives and raise funds for disaster victims, and parade at patriotic events with their red capes, 

feathered chapeaux, and ceremonial swords. 

In 2010, the cause for McGivney's canonization was before the Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints. A guild had been formed to promote his cause. On March 15, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI 

approved a decree recognizing the heroic virtue of Father Michael J. McGivney, founder of the 

Knights of Columbus. The pope's declaration significantly advances the priest's process toward 

sainthood, and gives the parish priest the distinction of "Venerable Servant of God." If the cause 

is successful, he will be the first priest born in the United States to be canonized as a Saint. 

Council Semi-Annual Audit Report Deadline 

Just a friendly reminder that your Semiannual Council Audit Report (Form 1295) is due at Supreme no later 

 than February 15, 2012.   If, for any reason, you have not completed this mandatory audit, get your trustees together 

 and do it without delay – PLEASE! 

   

Member Retention and Recruitment – I Need Your Help  

Let me try this one once again.  I am still looking for two Brother Knights to lend a helping hand to the 

District Warden and Membership Chairman with our District #11 Recruitment and Retention challenges.  

You would work hand-in-hand with the Council Membership Teams to actively recruit new members and 

work toward activating and retaining existing members.  We need to intensify our recruitment effort 

during the coming months in order to meet our assigned goals.  As I have told you on so many occasions, 

Recruitment and Retention is a responsibility each and every Council member must accept.  Without your 

personal involvement success will remain a fleeting target.  Please give this your careful and considered 

thought. 

 

State Bowling Tournament 

You should have received a package via e-mail from our Worthy State deputy outlining the details for this 

year’s annual State Bowling Tournament April 14 and 15 at the AMF Shrader Lanes, 8037 Shrader Road, 

Richmond, VA 23294.  Please note that the deadline for acceptance for team, single, and double/mixed 

double applications is March 17, 2012.  Each Council must fill in a registration sheet for each team 

submitted.  As in the past, teams, singles, and doubles will have an option to pick a morning 9 am or 
afternoon 1 pm start time. 

 

Assembly #1613 Business Meeting Host Councils 

 

To preclude confusion and to ensure that refreshments are served following our Assembly Business 

Meetings, following is a listing of Councils scheduled to host the meetings on the dates shown for the 

remainder of this fraternal year.   

 

Date  Host Council 

15 Feb 2012 Bishop Keating Council #12434 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
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21 Mar 2012 St. Jude Council #13599  -  Renewal of Obligations; District Master & other VIP’s    

attending 

18 Apr 2012 Holy Trinity Council #7812  

16 May 2012 Fredericksburg Council #4034  -  Election of Assembly Officer for 2012-2013 

20 Jun 2012 Battlefield Council #10246 

 

Sweepstakes Made Easy – Participate 

During the Mid-Year State Meeting, our Worthy State Deputy made an appeal for all 140 Councils to 

participate in the baseball sweepstakes.  Each council received only a few tickets this time around to make 

your job easier.  In the least, we’re looking for 100% participation by councils.  To reach that goal, all a 

council needs to do is to sell at least ONE ticket.   

However, here is my challenge to you.  Since you received but a small number of tickets, SELL ALL OF 
THEM in the name of Charity, because that’s precisely where the proceeds will go. 

I know you can do it and thank you for your efforts in advance.   

Proceeds and unsold tickets must be turned in no later than the 10 March State Meeting. 

 

Upcoming Activities 

As always, please note the District Deputy and District Warden scheduled visits to your council.  Also 

note the dates of upcoming report submission deadlines. 

 

Arl ington Men’s  Conference  

Please Save the Date for the Diocese of Arlington’s 3rd annual Men’s Conference, to be held at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Hall, Herndon, VA on Saturday, March 3, 2012. The program will be similar to last 

year’s event, with Mass, opportunities for confession, talks by terrific speakers, breakfast, lunch, and time 

to meet other Catholic men. I am also happy to announce that the Knights of Columbus of Virginia will 

be co-sponsoring the conference this year, so please share this information with your Council!  

Online registration is open now and will continue through February 25, 2012. No registrations will be 

accepted at the door. For more information, visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/men. 

 

February 2012 

 
DATE  DAY  TIME   ACTIVITY       LOCATION  

Feb 7 Tue 7:30 pm  Holy Trinity Business Meeting (DW Visit)   King George 

Feb 8 Wed 7:30 pm  4034 Business Meeting (DW Visit)    Fredericksburg 

Feb 8 Wed 7:30 pm  Fr. Widmer Business Meeting    Stafford 
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February 2012 (Continued) 

 
DATE  DAY  TIME   ACTIVITY       LOCATION  

Feb 9 Thu 7:30 pm  Bishop Keating Business Meeting (DW Visit)  Spotsylvania 

Feb 11 Sat 9:00 am  2
nd

 Degree at Council 4034 (DD Visit)   Council 4034 

Feb 14 Tue 7:30 pm  St. Jude Business Meeting (DW Visit)   Fredericksburg 

Feb 14 Tue 7:30 pm  Battlefield Business Meeting and 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit) Fredericksburg 

Feb 14 Tue NA  Valentine’s Day 

Feb 15 Wed NA  Semiannual Council Audit Report (Form 1295) Due 

Feb 15 Wed NA  Last day to submit FOM and KOM selections 

Feb 15 Wed 7:30 pm  4
th

 Degree Business Meeting & CC Practice at 6:30 pm Council 4034 

Feb 18 Sat NA  Mail State Per Capita 2
nd

 Half w/discount 

Feb 18 Sat 11:15 am Third Degree at Council 6175    Sterling 

Feb 20 Mon NA  Presidents’ Day 

Feb 21 Tue 7:30 pm  Holy Trinity 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit)    King George 

Feb 22 Tue NA  Washington’s Birthday 

Feb 22 Tue NA  Ash Wednesday 

Feb 23 Thu 7:30 pm  Bishop Keating 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit)   Spotsylvania 

Feb 25 Sat 9:00 am  State Free Throw Competition – Benedictine HS  Richmond 

 

   March 2012 

DATE  DAY  TIME   ACTIVITY       LOCATION  

Mar 6 Tue 7:30 pm  Holy Trinity Business Meeting (DD Visit)   King George 

Mar 8 Thu 7:30 pm  Bishop Keating Business Meeting (DD Visit)  Spotsylvania 

Mar 10 Sat 9:00 am  State Quarterly Meeting – Submit Columbian Award, Fairfax 

    Round Table, Service Program Reports 

    Delegates must attend 

Mar 11 Sun 12:00 am Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Mar 11 Sun 11:15 am Third Degree at Council 2473    Arlington 

Mar 13 Tue 7:30 pm  Battlefield Business Meeting (DW Visit)   Fredericksburg 

Mar 13 Tue 7:30 pm  St. Jude Business Meeting (DD Visit)   Council 4034 

Mar 14 Wed 7:30 pm  Fr. Widmer Business Meeting (DD Visit)   Stafford 

Mar 14 Wed 7:30 pm  4034 Business Meeting (DW Visit)    Council 4034 

Mar 15 Thu NA  Last day to submit FOM and KOM selections 

Mar 17 Sat 9:00n am Council 4034 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit)    Council 4034 

Mar 21 Wed 7:30 pm  4
th

 Degree Business Meeting & CC Practice at 6:30 pm Council 4034 

Mar 24  Sat 9:00 am  St. Jude 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit)    Council 4034 

Mar 28 Wed 7:30 pm  Fr. Widmer 1
st
 Degree (DD Visit)    Stafford 

Mar 29 Thu NA  Founder’s Day (March 29, 1882) 

Mar 31 Sat 9:00 am  4
th

 Degree District Meeting    St. Edward’s 

Mar TBD 12:00 pm St. Patrick’s Day Parade at Blue & Grey (HAC)  Fredericksburg 

Mar Fri 6:00 pm  HAC Special Olympics Opening Ceremony   Colonial Forge HS 

Mar Sat 9:00 am  Special Olympics Awards Ceremonies 
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What  District #11 Leaders  and Grand Knights Are Saying 

In order to give you a sampling of what your District #11 Leaders and Brother Grand Knights are doing 

and thinking about, I am publishing your comments under this heading each month or as needed.  To that 

end, I solicit your inputs and ask that you forward them to me along with a picture of yourself no later 

than the 25
th
 of each month.   If you are particularly proud of an activity you conducted, include that along 

with a picture to me as well. 

 

From Your District #11 Membership Director 
 

With the Fraternal Year past the midway point it’s time to 

review past recruitment efforts.  Membership Committees should meet 

to take a critical look at their Membership Plan.  If one aspect of the 

Plan is not meeting the intended purpose determine the why and why 

not.  Modify the Plan where necessary and make the Plan a viable tool 

in the recruiting effort. 

 

 With the new calendar year upon us it’s time for Brother 

Knights to renew their membership in the order.  Retaining members is 

critical to the Order’s success as is the induction of new members.  

Retaining current members while building membership through 

recruitment results in a council that has a strong base of experienced 

and actively involved Knights. 

 Retention Chairmen should be working closely with their Financial Secretaries to ensure that 

those Brother Knights who have not renewed their memberships are contacted either by phone or in 

person.  Their input should be solicited as to why they’re not renewing.  Let them know that their input is 

taken seriously.  Provide them with the knowledge of the purpose of the Order so they can take the 

initiative to renew and become active. 

 Remember, retaining current members is more productive and cost effective than constantly 

replacing members lost through attrition.   

With the Fraternal Year past the midway point it’s time to review past recruitment efforts.  Membership 

Committees should meet to take a critical look at their Membership Plan.  If one aspect of the Plan is not 

meeting the intended purpose determine the why and why not.  Modify the Plan where necessary and 

make the Plan a viable tool in the recruiting effort. 

 With the new calendar year upon us it’s time for Brother Knights to renew their membership in 

the order.  Retaining members is critical to the Order’s success as is the induction of new members.  

Retaining current members while building membership through recruitment results in a council that has a 

strong base of experienced and actively involved Knights. 

 Retention Chairmen should be working closely with their Financial Secretaries to ensure that 

those Brother Knights who have not renewed their memberships are contacted either by phone or in 

person.  Their input should be solicited as to why they’re not renewing.  Let them know that their input is 

taken seriously.  Provide them with the knowledge of the purpose of the Order so they can take the 

initiative to renew and become active. 
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 Remember, retaining current members is more productive and cost effective than constantly 

replacing members lost through attrition.   

Fraternally, 

Andy  Taylor, District #11 Membership Director 

 

Fredericksburg Council #4034      

 

 
Philippians 2:4 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others.  

Brothers,  

One of the things a Grand Knight receives is calls out of nowhere. 

This past month I had one of those calls. I was in my classroom and 

got a call from a Colonel Green in Kaiserslautern Germany. He 

introduced himself as a Past Grand Knight and said he had a man who 

needed our help. My first thought was how are we supposed to help someone in Germany. He explained 

the gentleman in need was one of his former Marines, named Matt and he was stuck in Fredericksburg. I 

said not a problem we will help him.  I agreed to meet Matt that afternoon.  

When I arrived, Matt was waiting, this is what I learned: Matt was a former Marine sniper who was 

wounded in Fallujah. He was on Christmas break with a couple of friends from college and they left him 

in Williamsburg. He called his fiancé and explained the situation; she is the daughter of Col. Greene.  Col 

Greene called Matt and told him to hold tight the Knights were coming.  Col. Greene contacted a Grand 

Knight in Williamsburg and got Matt a ride to Fredericksburg with a Brother (retired Air Force Major). I 

picked him up and drove him to Woodbridge where we hooked up with another Knight who got him to 

Washington DC where he was able to get a train home to Portland.  

Matt could not believe that a bunch of Knights would go out of their way to assist him, when he was in a 

pickle. I explained that is what Knight’s do - we take care of our Brothers. Matt was very grateful for the 

help and continually thanked me for our help.  

I received an email from Col. Green and he said he was most appreciative and stated what a wonderful 

way it was to introduce his future son- in- law to the Knights. Matt has already told him as soon as he 

finishes RCIA he plans to become a Knight. 

Our council has had an easy month. We had the March for Life on the 23
rd

 and corporate communion on 

the 29
th
. Thanks go out to all the Knights that participated in these events. Special thanks go to Joe Vogel 

for heading up the March for Life for the council and to Tommy Lyons for taking the lead on the 

Corporate Communion. 
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We have several events coming up in February, a Valentine’s Dinner/Dance on Feb. 11, and our first 

REAP fundraiser on Feb 19. Please come out for both of these events (more info following).  

Fraternally in Christ, 

Warren Kimmerly GK 

Holy Trinity Council #7812 

 

  Brothers All, 

2012 is here and the time is moving fast. Holy trinity Council held 

our Council's Free Throw Challenge; more will be written and details 

of the final will be submitted in the next Talking Points. On February 

11, we'll have our annual Valentine's day Event at the Riverside 

Dinner Theater. There are so many things that we have to do, but we 

cannot forget why we are Knights.  

We are Catholic Gentlemen. We strive to set a positive example of 

what it means to be a Knight. We believe in the strength of the 

Family; the teachings of the Church, and the sanctity of life. Like 

men with like believes, as a group we make a difference. All the good 

works we do are informed by our four core principles: 

Charity - Our Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” As Knights, we show love for 

our neighbors by conducting food drives and donating the food pantries, by volunteering at Special 

Olympics, and by supporting, both spiritually and materially, mothers who choose life for their babies. 

We recognize that our mission, and our faith in God, compels us to action. There is no better way to 

experience love and compassion than by helping those in need, a call we answer daily. 

Unity – None of us is as good as all of us. As we all know that – together – we can accomplish far more 

than any of us could individually.  

Fraternity – The Venerable Farther Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, to provide 

assistance to the widows and children left behind when the family breadwinner died – often prematurely. 

In the Knights of Columbus, we watch out for and take care of one another. 

Patriotism – As Members of the Knights of we all are patriotic citizens. We are proud of our devotion to 

God and country, and believe in standing up for both. Whether it’s in public or private, the Knights 

remind the world that Catholics support their nations and are amongst the greatest citizens. 

A Council is only as strong as our membership; get involved, make a difference, BE A KNIGHT!  

God Bless you all. God, Country, and Family First! 

Fraternally, 

Rusty Hopp, Grand Knight  # 7812 
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 Battlefield Council #10246 

 Brothers, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas. 

Battlefield Council is looking forward to our annual Honor the Clergy 

dinner on January 28. This event is open to the parish so it’s a great 

opportunity to share our message with our fellow parishioners. We 

will hold our Free Throw contest on January 29 at St. Michael the 

Archangel High School. 

The Council recently helped support St. Michael High School during 

their annual dinner and auction event. Several Brothers from the 

Council volunteered to be bartenders. They arrived early to set up and stayed late to clean up. The staff of 

the school was very appreciative and impressed with the Knights’ generosity. 

On January 21, we welcomed Brother Jim Walsh as a new 3
rd

 Degree Knight at the Exemplification in 

Richmond. I expect to accompany at least one Brother to the 3
rd

 Degree on January 28.  

Our Council was also well-represented at the March for Life on January 23. Three busses from St. Patrick 

parish made the trek to DC, and the group was led by Brothers carrying the Battlefield Council banner. 

We will be sponsoring a Men’s Day of Recollection for the parish on February 11. 

Now, onward to Spring! 

Fraternally, 

David Turley, Grand Knight #10246 

 

 

 

St. Jude Council #13599 

 
 

 

 

 

parishioners at all weekend masses about the reasons for becoming a 

Knight.   Recruitment tables and Form 100’s were set up after all the 

masses. 

 Served coffee and donuts to parishioners at the St. Jude  Activity Center 

after the 9:30 AM Mass   for two consecutive Sundays. 

St. Jude accomplished the following in the month of January 2012: 

 Delivered 70 SHARE packages to families and organizations in 

the Fredericksburg, Ashland, and Richmond, Virginia areas. 

 Participated in March for Life on Monday, 23 Jan 2012, in    

Washington, DC.  

 Held a recruitment blitz with the Grand Knight speaking to 
parishioners at all weekend masses. 

 Conducted a successful semi-annual audit. 
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 Held a Social Meeting with Pizza Hut Pizza on the menu and Field Agent, Mark Primeau, as the 

featured speaker talking about retirement insurance options. 

 Initiated the Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest. 

           

   
                   

Fraternally, 

Roman Marciniak, GK #13599 

 

Honor America Corps Commander 
 
The Corps activities have been a little sparse these winter months. Our flags 

are not flown in inclement weather. One of the major reasons for this is the 

fact that we do not have the facility to spread and dry our flags in an 

environmentally controlled environment. We have too much invested in 

these flags to chance the possibility of having them mildew. All who have 

seen our flags fly on a beautiful sun filled breezy day have to admit that 

they are awesomely beautiful. 

 

At Religious Freedom Day this year, the HAC flew two flags that existed 

during the time period when the declaration was signed in Fredericksburg: 

the official 13 Star U. S. flag (which was approved later that year by 

Congress on Flag Day, 14 June 1977) and the flag of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia (1776). The two flags were positioned directly next to the monument and were more visible then 

prior years where they were more in the background and also hidden behind the trees where they took a 

beating when the wind blew. 

 

The Honor America Corps continues to need members who are willing to assume a position of leadership 

in the Corps. Please contact the Commander, Frank Connors for further information. fsconnors@aol.com 

or 540 786-3177 

 

Special Olympics 

 

The Knights of Columbus will support the Virginia Special Olympics Regional Basketball Tournament at 

Chancellor High School on Saturday 28 January 2012. Volunteers will man the concession stand, cook 

300 hot dogs, present awards, record event times, etc., and receive many hugs in return. This is an annual 
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event that our Order takes great pride in and is thankful for the opportunity. The councils are supported 

greatly by our Ladies Auxiliary in this endeavor. 

 

Frank Connors,  HAC Commander 

540 786-3177  fsconnors@aol.com  

 
 

Columbian Squires and Squire Roses 
 

 

 
 

 
No Report  -  Brother Greg is Hospitalized.  Please keep him and 

his family in your prayers for a speedy recovery. 

Esto Dignus – Be Worthy 

Gregory Komp, Chief Counselor 

 

Closing Comment 
 
As I do each month, once again, Worthy Grand Knights, I welcome your inputs, comments and 

suggestions.  The District 11 Talking Points contain a lot of information that may be suitable for 

inclusion in your newsletters or other means by which you disseminate information to your membership.  

Be sure all officers and activity directors/chairmen receive a copy.   

Fraternally,                                                                                 

Loui Stevens                                                                                          

District Deputy #11 
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DISTRICT 11 STAFF  
(As Of:  1 July 2011)  

 

District Deputy 
Loui J. Stevens,  540-371-6576;  hawklrs@verizon.net 

 
District Warden 

Robert E. Jankovits, 540-752-1642; bjankovits@msn.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
Andrew P. Taylor,   540-786-6445; andy_taylor_jr@comcast.net 

 
Membership Recruitment 

(Vacant) - I need a volunteer.  Are you up to the task? 
Membership Retention 

(Vacant) -  I need a volunteer.  Are you up to the task? 
 

Reports Coordinator 
Eric L. Stevens,  540-3735750;  stevenseptj@cox.net 

 
Free Throw Coordinator 

John W. Curtis,   540-663-2112;  john.curtis1232@verizon.net 
 

KOVAR Coordinator 
Gary Domaleski, 540-374-5282;  gdomaleski@cox.net 

 
Special Olympics Coordinator 

Francis S. Connors,   540-786-3177;  FSConnors@aol.com 
 

Second Degree Team 
Francis S. Connors,   540.786.3177;  FSConnors@aol.com 

Protocol 
 

Richard T. Salazar,  540-752-1859;  surfish1@comcast.net 
 

Field Agent 
 

Mark A. Primeau,  540-854-5556;  Mark.Primeau@kofc.org 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The "District 11 Talking Points" are published by the District Deputy #11, Virginia State Council, 
Knights of Columbus.   

Views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of District 11 or the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Editor:  SK Loui J. Stevens, PGK  (540) 371-6576 or hawklrs@verizon.net 
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